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Q. 1:

A:
Proofs:

Comment:
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Introductory
515

I. MAN’S CHIEF END
— AREZHK

What is the chief end of man?

Man's chief end is to glorify God, "and to enjoy Him for ever. 2
"1 Cor 10:31; Rom 11:36; 2Ps 73:25-28.

The chief end of a thing means the main purpose for which it is
made. For example, the main purpose of a window is to let in light.
Man's main purpose — his chief end — is to serve God; and if he
does this faithfully on earth, he will be happy with Him on earth, and
for ever in heaven.
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Il. THE WORD OF GOD
—. LRiEE

Q. 2: What rule hath God given to direct us how we may glorify and
enjoy Him?

A: The Word of God, which is contained in the Scriptures of the Old and

New Testaments,' is the only rule to direct us how we may glorify and
enjoy Him. 2
Proofs: "Il Tim 3:16; Eph 2:20; 2 | Jn 1:3-4.
Comment: The last answer tells us the end, or purpose, for which we are made;
this answer tells us where to find directions for achieving that end. We
could not know of ourselves how to serve God. But God has told us.

He has told us in the Bible. To it, therefore, we must go in order to
learn the way of our duty.
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Q. 3: What do the Scriptures principally teach?
A: The Scriptures principally teach what man is to believe concerning
God, and what duty God requires of man.”
Proofs: "1l Tim 1:13; Il Tim 3:16.

Comment: In order to attain the chief end of our life, the two things most important
for us to know are: what we are to believe; and, what we are to do.
These two things the Bible explains to us very fully. It tells us what God
is, and what He has done for us, and also what He requires us to do, in
order that it may be well with us now and for ever. It is these things that
the Scriptures principally (chiefly, or mainly) teach us.
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Division I: What we are to believe

Proofs:

Comment:
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B8 BATZEH 4
. WHAT GOD IS
— LWREFHK LW

What is God?

God is a Spirit," infinite,? eternal,® and unchangeable,* in His being,®
wisdom,® power,” holiness,? justice, goodness, and truth.®

"John 4:24; 2Job 11:7-9; ®Ps. 90:2; * James 1:17; °Ex 3:14;

5Ps 147:5; "Rev 4:8; 8Rev 15:4; °Ex 34:6.

The first thing we are here told, concerning God, is that He has no
body as we have. The second thing is, that He is not limited like us by
a lack of power, nor is He affected by time, nor does He ever change.
And the third thing is, that in character He is wise, and holy, and just,
and good, and true. All of this teaches us about the nature of God: we
learn, here, of his perfections or attributes. This is our God: the
greatest of all beings, and the best.
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Q. 5:

A:
Proofs:

Comment:
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Are there more Gods than one?

There is but One only, the living and true God."
' Deut 6:4; Jer 10:10

We are taught here that there is only one God; and this one God is the
source of all life, and the only true object of worship.
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Q.6: How many Persons are there in the Godhead?

A: There are three Persons in the Godhead; the Father, the Son, and the
Holy Ghost; and these three are one God, the same in substance,
equal in power and glory."

Proofs: 'l John 5:7; Matt. 28:19.

Comment: The Bible tells us that the Father is God, the Son is God, and the Holy
Spirit is God. And yet it tells us that these three Persons form only one
God, exist and act together as one Being, and must be honoured and
worshipped alike. This is a subject on which we know nothing except
what is revealed.
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Proofs:

Comment:
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Il. THE WORKS OF GOD
=, bEWHTAE

What are the decrees of God?

The decrees of God are, His eternal purpose, according to the counsel
of His will, whereby, for His own glory, He hath foreordained.’
whatsoever comes to pass.

"Eph 1:4,11; Rom 9:22,23

The decrees of God are His purposes, or what He has from eternity
determined to do. This answer tells us that God has so appointed
everything that comes to pass. Nothing happens by chance.
Everything is arranged upon a plan, and that plan is the plan of God.
He makes all things work together for good to them that love Him, and
for evil to them that hate Him.
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Q. 8:

A:
Proofs:

Comment:
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How doth God execute His decrees?

God executeth His decrees in the works of creation and providence.'
"Rev 4:11; Dan 4:35.

We have been told what God is; we now begin to learn what He has
done. We are told here that He created all things, and still sustains
them, and that in creation and providence we see God executing His
own decrees.
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Q.9:
A:

Proofs:

Comment:
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1. CREATION

=, A&

What is the work of creation?

The work of creation is, God's making all things of nothing, by the word
of His power, in the space of six days, and all very good."
"Gen 1; Heb 11:3

The first thing that God did in relation to us was to make the world in
which we live. Now, when we wish to make anything, we require
materials. Thus, to make a chair, we need wood. But God made all
things of nothing, by merely speaking the word. We are told here also
of the time in which He made all things — six days; and of the condition
in which they were made — very good.

ERHBeEZ TRHA?

QG2 T3 Eam A ALBE R, 7N H Z WA Te i

HAH, JF AR

W1 k113

EA PSS S AT RIS, R E T DN RAT AR

HF e HIATEBAE AR VTR g, —EFEMEL. i, ik

TREEAKk. HE, b MRS, sAEPiElaa. X5
HYRHAT, LA g YR IR B — N R BURGE R 5

It —E .




Q. 10: How did God create man?

A: God created man male and female, after His Own image, in
knowledge, righteousness, and holiness, with dominion over the
creatures.’

Proofs: ' Gen 1:26-28; Col 3:10; Eph 4:24.

Comment: We are told here that man was created in the likeness of God. His soul
resembles God in being upright and holy, and of having righteous and
holy knowledge. None of the other animals were so endowed, and
they, accordingly, were placed under his rule.
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2. PROVIDENCE

A

Q. 11: What are God's works of providence?

A: God's works of providence are, His most holy,' wise,? and powerful
preserving * and governing all His creatures, and all their actions.*
Proofs: 'Ps 145:17; 2Ps 104:24; Is 28:29; ®*Heb 1:3; “Ps 103:19;
Mat 10:29-31.

Comment: The power of God is just as necessary to maintain the world as to
make it. We cannot live of ourselves. It is in God that all things live,
and move and have their being. And so this answer informs us that
God not only created everything, but that He cares for everything. He
upholds all creation. He keeps all creatures in life, and overrules all
their actions for His Own glory.
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Proofs:

Comment:
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What special act of providence did God exercise toward man in
the estate wherein he was created?

When God had created man, He entered into a Covenant of Life with
him, upon condition of perfect obedience; forbidding him to eat of the
tree of the knowledge of good and evil, upon the pain of death."
"Gal 3:12; Gen 2:16-17

When God made Adam and Eve, He told them that in the way of
obedience was life; but if they broke His commands, they should die.
This was the Covenant of Life. God then gave an explicit command,
which was that they should not eat of a particular tree, called the tree
of the knowledge of good and evil. Their response to this apparent
arbitrary commandment would indicate whether they would obey God
in all things.
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Proofs:

Comment:
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lIl. THE FALL OF MAN
=. AKIFEE

Did our first parents continue in the estate wherein they were
created?

Our first parents, being left to the freedom of their own will, fell from the
estate wherein they were created, by sinning against God."
" Gen 3:6-8, 13; Eccl 7:29

Adam and Eve did not keep God's command. They sought to please
themselves instead of seeking to please God, and so they fell from a
state of innocence into a state of sin.
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What is sin?
Sin is any want of conformity unto, or transgression of, the law of God."
"I John 3:4.

We are taught here that there are two kinds of sins. The first consists
in not doing what God commands; the second consists in doing what
God forbids. Our first parents committed the latter.
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Q. 15:

A:

Proofs:

Comment:
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What was the sin whereby our first parents fell from the estate
wherein they were created?

The sin whereby our first parents fell from the estate wherein they
were created, was their eating the forbidden fruit."
"Gen 3:6, 12

The particular sin which Adam and Eve committed, and which
constituted their fall, consisted in their eating of the tree of the

knowledge of good and evil, of which God had said they should not
eat.
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Proofs:

Comment:
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IV. THE CONSEQUENCES OF THE FALL
0. EEVEH)JE R

Did all mankind fall in Adam's first transgression?

The covenant being made with Adam, not only for himself, but for his
posterity; all mankind, descending from him by ordinary generation,
sinned in him, and fell with him, in his first transgression.’

" Gen 2:16-17; Rom 5:12; | Cor 15:21-22.

The Covenant which God made with Adam did not affect himself
alone, but all his descendants. When Adam sinned, therefore, the
whole of the human race, except Christ, bore his punishment — the
punishment of death: they "sinned in him and fell with him."
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Into what estate did the fall bring mankind?
The fall brought mankind into an estate of sin and misery."
"Rom 5:12

Adam's first sin is commonly called the fall. We are told here that, in
consequence of this fall, all men are now born in a sinful and unhappy

condition.
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Proofs:

Comment:
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Wherein consists the sinfulness of that estate whereinto man
fell?

The sinfulness of that estate whereinto man fell, consists in the guilt of
Adam'’s first sin, the want of original righteousness, and the corruption
of his whole nature, which is commonly called Original Sin; together
with all actual transgressions which proceed from it.’

"Rom 5:12, 19; Rom 5:10-20; Eph 2:1-3; James 1:14-15; Mat 15:19

This answer tells us of the extent of the sinfulness which has been
brought upon us through Adam's fall. It tells us that this sinfulness
consists of two parts: the sin of our natures, and the sin of our lives.
The former is called Original Sin, and includes these three things for
us: legal responsibility for punishment due to Adam's sin; the lack of
desire to do right; and, a positive inclination to do wrong. The latter
includes all the actual sins we commit. Original Sin springs directly
from our connexion with Adam. Actual sin springs directly from our
own evil hearts; but then these hearts were made evil at first through
our connexion with Adam, so that all sin is really to be traced back to
the first one.
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Proofs:

Comment:
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What is the misery of that estate whereinto man fell?

All mankind by their fall lost communion with God," are under His wrath
and curse,? and so made liable to all miseries in this life, to death itself,
and to the pains of hell for ever.®

"Gen 3:8, 10, 24; > Eph 2:2-3; Gal 3:10; ® Lam 3:39; Rom 6:23; Mat
25:41, 46

We are taught here the extent of the misery which has come upon us
through Adam's sin. We are told that, as a consequence, we no longer
have that fellowship with God which Adam enjoyed, but are living
under His displeasure, and are, therefore, exposed to all the sorrows
of this life, the pangs of death, and the pains of hell for ever. This is the
condition in which we all are by nature; and, unless God had taken pity
on us, this is the condition in which we should all have remained.

NEE¥ JG B R R A4 ?

2 NKHEEERMmER 75 Eanmssd’, Hah T
BRAMICHZ T2, W25 —UmaE . et
R HRR 7K 328 11 75 43

$3:8, 10, 24; 23:2:2-3; /03:10; 3%3:39; %'6:23;
K25:41, 46

KRR, W RO TRA T R R AR RE . BEVE Y
Ja R B I NET—FE, 25 EwAZKES,
REEHEMPAN LT, R EL ) — V)54 R, T2
e, SHRKIZ R A . X RBATITA NAERSA KGR,
BRAR LA et AT, 7 MIBRATHRRE — EALAE AR D S



Q. 20:

Proofs:

Comment:
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V. GOD’S REDEMPTION PLAN
fi BRI R

Did God leave all mankind to perish in the estate of sin and
misery?

God having, out of His mere good pleasure, from all eternity, elected
some to everlasting life,' did enter into a covenant of grace, to deliver
them out of the estate of sin and misery, and to bring them into an

estate of salvation by a Redeemer.?
" Eph 1:4; 2 Rom 3:20-22; Gal 3:21-22

Man did not obey God's law, and so he was condemned to death, both
of body and of soul. But it was not the will of God that the world should
perish, and so there was another covenant made, which was
conceived in eternity. This covenant was with Christ, and is called the
Covenant of Grace. Through it God undertook to deliver those whom
He had elected from eternity, and give them everlasting life. This is the
Gospel, or Good News of God to men; and it is called the Covenant of
Grace, because it proceeded from God's free mercy, and not from our
deservings.
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Q. 21:

Proofs:

Comment:
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Who is the Redeemer of Gods elect?

The only Redeemer of God's elect is the LORD JESUS CHRIST,’
Who, being the eternal Son of God, became man,? and so was, and
continueth to be, God and man in two distinct natures, and one
Person, forever.?

I Tim 2:5-6; 2John 1:14; Gal 4:4; *Rom 9:5; Luke 1:35; Col 2:9;

Heb 7:24-25.

To redeem is to buy back something which has been owned before,
but the ownership has been lost. Now, Jesus Christ redeemed us with
His own blood. And of this Redeemer we are told here that, being God,
He became man; so that the two natures in Him — Divine and human —
remain henceforth and forever united in one Person. Jesus Christ, we
must remember therefore, is not something between God and man,
but is both God and man.
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Q. 22:

Proofs:

Comment:
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How did Christ, being the Son of God, become man?

Christ, the Son of God, became man, by taking to Himself a true
body, ' and a reasonable soul,? being conceived by the power of the

Holy Ghost, in the womb of the Virgin Mary, and born of her,? yet
without sin.*

"Heb 2:14, 16; Heb 10:5; 2 Matt 26:38; ° Luke 1:27, 31, 35, 42;
Gal 4:4; “Heb 4:15; Heb 7:26

The last answer told us the fact that the Son of God became man;
this answer tells us how He did so. He did so by assuming a human
body and soul: the nature of man. And this was assumed in a
miraculous manner, through the power of the Holy Spirit. The
purpose for which Christ assumed a human nature was that He
might stand in our place and work out our redemption.
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Q. 23:
A:

Proofs:

Comment:
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VI. THE WORK OF CHRIST OUR REDEEMER
N~ EEBATH RO EH TAE

What offices doth Christ execute as our Redeemer?

Christ, as our Redeemer, executeth the offices of a Prophet, of a
Priest, and of a King, both in His estate of humiliation and exaltation.’
"Acts 3:12-22; Heb 12:25, cf 2 Cor 13:3; Heb 5:5-7; Heb 7:25; Ps 2:6;
Is 9:6,7; Matt 21:5; Ps 2:8-11

In the last section we were taught the great truth that sinners may be
saved. In this section we are taught the way in which our Redeemer
saves His people. He does so, we are told, by carrying out the duties
of a Prophet, a Priest, and a King, and thereby delivering us from our
threefold misery of ignorance, guilt, and bondage. He performed these
duties while He was here on earth, and He still continues to perform
them in heaven.
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Q. 24:
A:

Proofs:

Comment:
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How doth Christ execute the office of a Prophet?

Christ executeth the office of a prophet, in revealing to us, by His Word
and Spirit, the will of God for our salvation."
" John 1:18; | Pet 1:10-12; John 15:15; John 20:31

A prophet is a man who declares the will of God; and we are told here
that this is what Christ, as our Prophet, does for us. He does so by His
Word, for the whole Bible is His; but because the mere reading or
preaching of the Word is not sufficient to make a man wise unto
salvation, He likewise bestows His Holy Spirit, that so the Word may
profit those who hear it.
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Q. 25:

Proofs:

Comment:
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How doth Christ execute the office of a Priest?

Christ executeth the office of a Priest, in His once offering up of
Himself a sacrifice, to satisfy Divine justice," and reconcile us to God; 2
and in making continual intercession for us.?

"Heb 9:14, 28; 2 Heb 2:17; * Heb 7:24-25

The duties of a priest were to offer sacrifices and pray for the people;
and this is what Christ, as our Priest, does for us. When He was here
on earth, He offered Himself as a sacrifice; and now that He is in
heaven, He intercedes for us with His Father. We are told here, also,
that the purposes for which Christ offered Himself as a sacrifice were:
1. To satisfy the justice of God on account of our sin; and 2. To bring us
back to God as His dear children.
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Q. 26:

Proofs:

Comment:

2614 :

o

2
R

How doth Christ execute the office of a King?

Christ executeth the office of a King, in subduing us to Himself," in
ruling 2 and defending us,® and in restraining and conquering all His
and our enemies.*

"Acts 15:14-16; 21s 33:22; 31s 32:1-2; * | Cor 15:25; Ps 110 throughout

A king is the ruler of a kihgdom. Now there is a great Kingdom set up
on earth, consisting of all God's people, and its Ruler is Christ. As
such, His duties are here said to be threefold: 1. He makes us willing
to obey Him. 2. He gives us laws for our guidance and safety. 3. He
limits and finally puts down all who oppose us and Him.

B EFPATE ERIR IR ?

SEPATE £, ETIEREAT, ERADH M
M7, GUESERI AT, IH ISR BA A
L

"£15:14-16; 29€33:22; *9€32:1-2; “WhRT15:25; 110

AEREERNSEE . IS, — DMEKIEE IR EET,
H B — VLR, giia s . R, X HEa
=HERS: () MERATLOH SRR, (2) #ly FEE
Kol FEHRIPEAT; (3D fEHDHREE IRV ST S
SR o



Q. 27:

Proofs:

Comment:
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Wherein did Christ's humiliation consist?

Christ's humiliation consisted in His being born, and that in a low
condition,” made under the law,? undergoing the miseries of this life,
the wrath of God,* and the cursed death of the cross;® in being buried,®
and continuing under the power of death for a time.”

"Luke 2: 7; 2 Gal 4:4; 3 Heb 12:2,3; Is 53:2-3; * Luke 22:44; Mat 27:46; °
Phil 2:8; 8| Cor 15:3-4; 7 Acts 2:24-27, 31

Humiliation means coming down from a high position to a low one.
Christ did so for us. He descended from His throne in heaven, and
became a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief. In this answer we
are told the various particulars in which His humiliation consisted. It
consisted: 1. In being born; 2. In being born poor; 3. In being subject to
the law; 4. In suffering the sorrows of life; 5. In suffering the hiding of
God's face; 6. In being crucified; 7. In being buried; 8. In remaining in
the grave for three days. All these things were borne by Christ on our
behalf.
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Q. 28:

Proofs:

Comment:
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Wherein consisteth Christ’s exaltation?

Christ's exaltation consisteth in His rising again from the dead on the
third day,” in ascending up into heaven,? in sitting at the right hand of
God the Father,® and in coming to judge the world at the last day.*

"I Cor 15:4; > Mark 16:19; ® Eph 1:20; * Acts 1:11; Acts 17:31

Exaltation means a rising from lowliness to greatness. Christ's
exaltation consists in the following particulars: 1. In His rising from the
dead; 2. In ascending up into heaven; 3. In sitting at God's right hand;

4. In being appointed to judge the world. This is the state in which our
Saviour is now.
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VIl. THE SPIRIT’S WORK IN REDEMPTION
£, Bz ThERKTAE

Q. 29: How are we made partakers of the redemption purchased by
Christ?
A: We are made partakers of the redemption purchased by Christ, by the

effectual application of it to us ' by His Holy Spirit.2
Proofs: '"John 1:11-12; 2 Titus 3:5-6

Comment: Having seen, in the previous section, how salvation has been
purchased for the elect by Christ, we now come to learn the way in
which we may partake of it. In this answer we are told, that while it is
Christ who has purchased redemption for us, it is the Holy Spirit who
puts us actually in possession of it.
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Q. 30:

Proofs:

Comment:
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How doth the Spirit apply to us the redemption purchased by
Christ?

The Spirit applieth to us the redemption purchased by Christ, by
working faith in us," and thereby uniting us to Christ in our effectual
calling.?

" Eph 1:13-14; John 6:37, 39; Eph 2:8; 2Eph 3:17; | Cor 1:9

The last answer tells us by Whose agency we become possessed of
salvation; this one tells us the method of it. It tells us that Christ's
salvation becomes ours by union with Himself; that we are united to
him by faith; and that this faith, by which we receive and rest upon
Christ, is the effect of the working of God's Spirit in our hearts.
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Q. 31:

Proofs:

Comment:
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What is effectual calling?

Effectual calling is the work of God’s Spirit,' whereby, convincing us of
our sin and misery,? enlightening our minds in the knowledge of
Christ,® and renewing our wills,* He doth persuade and enable us to
embrace Jesus Christ, freely offered to us in the Gospel.®

"1 Tim 1:9; Il Thes 2:13-14; 2 Acts 2:37; 3 Acts 26:18; * Ezek 36:26-27;
® John 6:44-45; Phil 2:13

There are two ways by which God calls men to be saved: the outward
call of His Word or His providence, and the inward call of His Spirit.
The former of these, alone, is always ineffectual due to the evil nature
of our hearts; the latter is always effectual. The steps or stages of the
inward, effectual call of the Spirit are four: 1. Conviction, or giving us a
sense our sin; 2. Enlightenment, or making the way of salvation plain
to us; 3. Renewal, or inclining us to the love and practice of what is
good and right; and, 4. Faith, or enabling us to receive and rest upon
Jesus Christ as our Saviour.
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VIIl. THE BENEFITS OF REDEMPTION IN THIS LIFE
I\ B2 THESER A

Q. 32: What benefits do they that are effectually called partake of in this
life?

A: They that are effectually called do in this life partake of justification,’
adoption,? and sanctification, and the several benefits which, in this
life, do either accompany or flow from them.®

Proofs: 'Rom 8:30; 2Eph 1:5; *I Cor 1:26, 30

Comment: Faith in Christ ensures certain blessings, some of which are enjoyed in
this life, others in the world to come. Of those enjoyed in this life,
justification, adoption, and sanctification are the chief, and are of such
a nature as to hold within them, or bring along with them, every other

blessing.
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Q. 33:

Proofs:

Comment:
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What is justification?

Justification is an act of God's free grace, wherein He pardoneth all our
sins," and accepteth us as righteous in His sight,? only for the
righteousness of Christ imputed to us,® and received by faith alone.*
"Rom 3:24-25; Rom 4:6-8; 21l Cor 5:19, 21; *Rom 5:17-19; * Gal 2:16;
Phil 3:9

Justification is declaring a person righteous; it is the opposite of
condemnation. It is said to be an act, because it is done at once; and
an act of God's free grace, because we can do nothing of ourselves to
deserve it. Justification consists of two parts: pardon and acceptance;
and we are taught also that the cause of it is not our own goodness,
but Christ's, and that Christ's righteousness becomes ours through
faith.
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Q. 34:
A:

Proofs:

Comment:
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What is adoption?

Adoption is an act of God's free grace,' whereby we are received into
the number, and have a right to all the privileges of the sons of God.?
"1 John 3:1; 2John 1:12; Rom 8:17

Adoption is the taking of a child, who is a stranger, into a family, and
treating him as a member of it. Such is the adoption taught here. It too,
like justification, is an act of pure favour on God's part, and bestows
blessings to which we had lost all claim. It bestows upon us both the
rank and rights of children, and makes us feel that we have both a
place and a portion as sons and daughters in God's family.
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Q. 35:

Proofs:

Comment:
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What is sanctification?

Sanctification is the work of God's free grace,' whereby we are
renewed in the whole man after the image of God,? and are enabled
more and more to die unto sin, and live unto righteousness.?

"1l Thes 2:13; 2 Eph 4:23-24; * Rom 6:4, 6; Rom 8:1

Sanctification means making a person holy. It is here said to be a
work, because it is done, not at once, but gradually; and a work of
grace because it proceeds from God's undeserved goodness, and is
worked in us from first to last by His Own Spirit. It consists in our being
made like to God: that is, in gradually learning to hate and cease from
sin, and to love and practise holiness; and this is called a renewing,
because it is restoring us to the state in which we were at first.
Justification, adoption and sanctification are thus seen to be all
necessary to salvation. In justification, the sinner is pardoned; in
adoption, he is brought into the family; in sanctification, he is cleansed
from all sin.
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Q. 36: What are the benefits which in this life do accompany or flow
from justification, adoption, and sanctification?

A: The benefits which in this life do accompany or flow from justification,
adoption, and sanctification, are, assurance of God's love, peace of
conscience," joy in the Holy Ghost,? increase of grace,® and
perseverance therein to the end.*

Proofs: 'Rom 5:1-2, 5; 2 Rom 14:17; ® Prov 4:18; * | John 5:13; | Pet 1:5

Comment: Here are five blessings listed for us, which, in this life, necessarily
either accompany or flow from the three just described. They who are
justified, adopted, and are being sanctified, enjoy for that reason: 1.
Confidence that God loves them; 2. Freedom from the sense of guilt
and fear of condemnation; 3. Gladness of heart that the Holy Spirit is
dwelling in them; 4. A greater and greater increase of spiritual grace; 5.
The power of persevering in the enjoyment of all these graces to the
end.
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IX. THE BENEFITS OF REDEMPTION AFTER THIS LIFE
i BUEZ TS S5 ik

Q. 37: What benefits do believers receive from Christ at death?

A: The souls of believers are at their death made perfect in holiness,' and
do immediately pass into glory;? and their bodies, being still united to
Christ,® do rest in their graves,* till the resurrection.®
Proofs: ' Heb 12:23; 21l Cor 5:1, 6, 8; Phil 1:23; Luke 23:43; ° | Th 4:14;
41s 57:2; 5Job 19:26-27

Comment: Having learned the blessings which true Christians receive from God in
this life, we are now taught the blessings they receive when this life is
ended. 1. The soul is then made perfectly holy, or free from all sinful
tendencies, and taken at once to heaven; 2. The body rests in the
grave in union with Christ till the last day.
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Q. 38:

Proofs:

Comment:
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What benefits do believers receive from Christ at the
resurrection?

At the resurrection, believers being raised up in glory," shall be openly
acknowledged and acquitted in the day of judgment,? and made
perfectly blessed in the full enjoying of God ® to all eternity.*

"] Cor 15:43; 2 Mat 25:23; Mat 10:32; 3| John 3:2; | Cor 13:12;

41 Thes 4:17-18

We are taught here that there will be a resurrection, and after the
resurrection a judgment. At that judgment those who believe in Jesus
will be blessed in the following ways: 1. They will be raised up with
glorified bodies; 2. They will be acknowledged by Christ, the Judge, as
His own people, and declared free from all guilt before an assembled
world; 3. They will be taken to heaven, where they shall be happy with
God for ever.
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Division II: What we are to do
B BATZMAT A

l. THE MORAL LAW
—. B

Q. 39: What is the duty which God requireth of man?

A: The duty which God requireth of man, is obedience to His revealed
will.!
Proofs: ' Mic 6:8; | Sam 15:22
Comment: Having just learned what God has done, is doing, and means to do for

us, we are now to be told what He requires us to do for Him. What He
requires of us is obedience to all that He reveals. This is our duty, or

what we ought to do.
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Q. 40:
A:

Proofs:
40| :
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Q. 41:
A:

Proofs:

Comment:
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What did God at first reveal to man for the rule of his obedience?

The rule which God at first revealed to man for his obedience, was the
moral law.
"Rom 2:14-15; Rom 10:5
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Where is the Moral Law summarily comprehended?

The Moral Law is summarily comprehended in the Ten
Commandments.”
" Deut 10:4; Mat 19:17

The moral law is the law which teaches us how we ought to think and
act with regard to God and man. When God created man, He set this
moral law in his heart, so that he knew his duty without a Bible. But
when man sinned, this knowledge was partly lost, and God therefore
had to give it anew. He gave it fully in the Bible, and briefly in the Ten
Commandments.
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Q. 42:

Proofs:

Comment:
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What is the sum of the Ten Commandments?

The sum of the Ten Commandments is, To love the Lord our God with
all our heart, with all our soul, with all our strength, and with all our
mind; and our neighbour as ourselves.’

" Matt 22:37-40

All of God's commands to us are summed up here in one word — love.
The man who, with his whole soul, loves God and his neighbour, fulfils
the law. Neighbour here means not merely one who lives near us, but,
as Christ teaches us (Luke 10:29-37), whoever God brings across our
paths, in His providence.
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Q. 43:

Proofs:

Comment:
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What is the preface to the Ten Commandments?

The preface to the Ten Commandments is in these words, | am the
Lord thy God, which have brought thee out of the land of Egypt, out of
the house of bondage.’

"Ex 20:2

These are the words which precede the Ten Commandments (Ex
20:2). They were spoken to the children of Israel at Mount Sinai,
shortly after their deliverance from the bondage of the Egyptians. And
they may be applied to us in that we are delivered from the bondage of
our sin.
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Q. 44:

Proofs:

Comment:
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What doth the preface to the Ten Commandments teach us?

The preface to the Ten Commandments teacheth us, That because
God is the Lord, and our God, and Redeemer, therefore we are bound
to keep all His commandments."

" Luke 1:74-75. | Pet 1:15-19

The preface to the Ten Commandments sets forth God's absolute right
to command obedience from us. This consists in: 1. God is our
Sovereign — | am the Lord; 2. He is the Being Whom we worship — |
am thy God; 3. He is the One Who has delivered us from bondage — |

am thy Redeemer.
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Q. 45:
A:

Proofs:

Comment:
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FIRST TABLE OF THE LAW
RBIEH)E — o5

1. THE FIRST COMMANDMENT

B BFKma

Which is the First Commandment?

The First Commandment is, Thou shalt have no other gods before
Me.!
" Exod 20:3

God wrote the Ten Commandments on two tables of stone. On the first
table He wrote the first four commandments, which contain our duty to
God; and on the second He wrote the remaining six commandments,
which contain our duty to man. This First Commandment teaches us
the only proper object of worship. It is God: and beside Him there is no
other. This is the simple meaning of the commandment, but in the
Shorter Catechism each commandment is explained and expanded, by
showing first what it bids us to do, then what it forbids us to do; and,
last, what special reasons, or motives, there may be for us to obey.
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Q. 46: What is required in the First Commandment?

A:  The First Commandment requireth us to know and acknowledge God
to be the only true God, and our God;" and to worship and glorify Him
accordingly.?

Proofs: "1 Chron 28:9; Deut 26:17; 2 Mat 4:10; Ps 29:2

Comment: The First Commandment directs us to: 1. Know the true God, and Him
only for our God; 2. As such confess Him openly before men; 3.
Worship Him; and, 4. Honour Him.
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Q. 47:

Proofs:

Comment:
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What is forbidden in the First Commandment?

The First Commandment forbiddeth the denying,' or not worshipping
and glorifying the true God as God,? and our God;* and the giving of
that worship and glory to any other, which is due to Him alone.*

"Ps 14:1; 2 Rom 1:21; *Ps 81:10-11; * Rom 1:25-26

The First Commandment forbids us to: 1. Deny God, which is atheism;
2. Worship any other God, which is idolatry; 3. Glorify any other god,
which is blasphemy ; 4. To acknowledge or give place for any other
god alongside the true God, which is pluralism.
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Q. 48:

Proofs:

Comment:
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What are we specially taught by these words, “before me” in the
First Commandment?

These words “before Me ,” in the First Commandment, teach us, That
God who seeth all things, faketh notice of, and is much displeased
with, the sin of having any other god."

"Ezek 8:5-6 (To the end of the chapter); Ps 44:20-21.

The special reason, given here, as to why we should observe this
commandment is, that God, who seeth all things, keeps an eye more
especially on the breaking of this commandment, and punishes the
offence with His sorest displeasure.
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Q. 49:

Proofs:

Comment:
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2. THE SECOND COMMANDMENT
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Which is the Second Commandment?

The Second Commandment is, Thou shalt not make unto thee any
graven image, or any likeness of any thing that is in heaven above, or
that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth: thou
shalt not bow down thyself to them, nor serve them; for | the Lord thy
God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the
children, unto the third and fourth generation of them that hate Me; and
showing mercy unto thousands of them that love Me, and keep My
commandments.”

" Exod 20:4-6

The First Commandment tells us Whom we are to worship. The
Second tells us how we are to worship Him. It tells us we must not
represent God, even in our minds, by any image visible or even
conceivable; nor will He accept such worship at our hands. We must
worship God, Who is a Spirit, in spirit and in truth. We are also told
here that God visits the iniquity of the fathers upon the children. This
does not mean that the children have to bear the guilt of the fathers.
Rather, it means that bad fathers are punished by seeing the evils of
their misconduct learned, and copied, by their children; while good
fathers are encouraged and rewarded by the opposite.
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Q. 50:

Proofs:

Comment:
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What is required in the Second Commandment?

The Second Commandment requireth the receiving, observing, and
keeping pure and entire, all such religious worship and ordinances as
God hath appointed in His Word.’

'Deu 32:46; Mat 28:20; Acts 2:42

This commandment directs us to: 1. Adopt the way of worshipping God
appointed by Himself; 2. Adhere to it; 3. Not add to it; 4. Not take from
it. There must be no will-worship.
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Q. 51: What is forbidden in the Second Commandment?

A: The Second Commandment forbiddeth the worshipping of God by
images," or any other way not appointed in His Word.?
Proofs: 'Deut 4:15-19; Ex 32:5, 8; 2 Deut 12:31,32

Comment: This commandment forbids us: 1. To make use of images in worship;
2. To make use of any other means than those God has appointed.
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Q. 52:

Proofs:

Comment:
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What are the reasons annexed to the Second Commandment?

The reasons annexed to the Second Commandment are, God's
sovereignty over us,' His propriety in us,? and the zeal He hath to His
Own worship.®

' Ps 95:2-3, 6; 2 Ps 45:11; ® Ex 34:13, 14.

The special reasons added why we should observe this commandment
are: 1. God is our Sovereign — “/, the Lord”; 2. God is our Owner — “thy
God”; 3. God is zealous for His own worship — “am a jealous God”.
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Q. 53:

Proofs:

Comment:
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3. THE THIRD COMMANDMENT
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Which is the Third Commandment?

The Third Commandment is, Thou shalt not take the Name of the Lord
thy God in vain: for the Lord will not hold him guiltless that taketh His
name in vain.

" Exod 20:7

This commandment tells how to treat the Name of God; and by His
Name is meant everything by which He is named to us, or is especially
made known. To take God's name in vain is to use it for a vain or
frivolous purpose; and we break this command by profane swearing, or
by irreverently using God's Name. We recognise the command when
we pray: “Hallowed be Thy Name.”
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Q. 54:
A:

Proofs:

Comment:
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What is required in the Third Commandment?

The Third Commandment requireth the holy and reverent use of God's
names,' titles,? attributes,® ordinances,* Word,® and works.®

" Mat 6:9; Deut 28:58; 2 Ps 68:4; ® Rev 15:3-4; * Mal 1:11, 14;

5Ps 138:1-2; 6 Job 36:24

The Third Commandment directs us to use in reverent manner: 1.
God’s names, as the Lord; 2. His titles, as King of Kings; 3. His
attributes, such as holiness; 4. His ordinances, such as prayer; 5. His
Word, or the Bible; and, 6. His works.
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Q. 55:
A:

Proofs:

Comment:
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What is forbidden in the Third Commandment?

The Third Commandment forbiddeth all profaning or abusing of
anything whereby God maketh Himself known."
"Mal 1:6-7, 12; Mal 2:2; Mal 3:14

The Third Commandment forbids us to use irreverently or wrongly any
of the names or things which more especially express and declare
God. Everything connected with Him should be sacred.
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Q. 56:

Proofs:

Comment:
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What is the reason annexed to the Third Commandment?

The reason annexed to the Third Commandment is, That however the
breakers of this commandment may escape punishment from men, yet
the Lord our God will not suffer them to escape His righteous

judgment.”
"1Sam 12, 17, 22, 29; | Sam 3:13; Deut 28:58, 59

The special warning here held out to us is, that although men may
permit us to break this commandment with impunity, yet God will
assuredly not do so. He will not fail to judge us.
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Q. 57:

Proofs:

Comment:
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4. THE FOURTH COMMANDMENT
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Which is the Fourth Commandment?

The Fourth Commandment is, Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it
holy. Six days shalt thou labour, and do all thy work: but the seventh
day is the Sabbath of the Lord thy God: in it thou shalt not do any
work, thou, nor thy son, nor thy daughter, thy man-servant, nor thy
maid-servant, nor thy cattle, nor thy stranger that is within thy gates:
for in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in
them is, and rested the seventh day: wherefore the Lord blessed the
Sabbath day, and hallowed it."

" Exod 20:8-11

This commandment fixes the portion of our time which God requires us
and our households to give exclusively to His worship: namely, one
day in seven. Six days are for work, and one for worship. Such is the
division of our time appointed for us by God, and required by the
nature He has given us. The word remember is used in this
commandment as implying that the Sabbath was not instituted here for
the first time, and, that it is something we very easily forget.
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Q. 58:

Proofs:

Comment:
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What is required in the Fourth Commandment?

The Fourth Commandment requireth the keeping holy to God such set
times as He hath appointed in His Word; expressly one whole day in
seven, to be a holy Sabbath to Himself.!

"Deut 5:12-14

The Sabbath is a picture and reminder of heaven, and a pattern and
example for all days. Every day should be holy unto the Lord.
Inasmuch, however, as in this world we must engage in worldly
business, the Sabbath was instituted by God to prevent our thoughts
from dwelling too much on worldly matters. It is intended for man's
good, and it is our own loss if we disregard it.

S8 00 2% Ay A4, ?

SR VU SR Ay I\ 240Ks 22 Bl MAE O H A 1)
TN HRFRIRE-LH A BRI %
ZEH

'H15:12-14

2R HRREMRIAT, RIRAIH R, 28 HEARHH
TS0 8 RERIZA L%, AT, JRATHE
AU S . BTRA% B BT, B TRATH AR R
HEERT G40 228 FR N T MR TR0, ISR 3RAT2 40
KR, MEBRIKRZERIAT.



Q. 59:

Proofs:

Comment:
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Which day of the seven hath God appointed to be the weekly
Sabbath.

From the beginning of the world to the resurrection of Christ, God
appointed the seventh day of the week to be the weekly Sabbath; and
the first day of the week ever since, to continue to the end of the world,
which is the Christian Sabbath."

" Gen 2:2-3; | Cor 16:1-2; Acts 20:7; Rev 1:10

The Patriarchal and Jewish Sabbath was held on the Saturday,
because that was the day on which God rested from creation. The
Christian Sabbath is held on the Sunday, because that is the day on
which our Saviour arose from the grave, and so, is called the Lord’s
Day. The change was made in accordance with the principles of the
Word, and the practice of the Apostles and the early Church.
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Q. 60:

Proofs:

Comment:
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How is the Sabbath to be sanctified?

The Sabbath is to be sanctified by a holy resting all that day," even
from such worldly employments and recreations as are lawful on other
days;? and spending the whole time in the public and private exercises
of God’s worship,® except so much as is to be taken up in the works of
necessity and mercy.*

"Ex 20:8,10; Ex 16:25-28; 2 Neh 13:15-19, 21-22; ® Luke 4:16; Acts
20:7; Ps 92 (title); Isa 66:23; * Mat 12:1-31

This answer teaches us that the proper way of observing the Sabbath
is by: 1. Resting from all secular work; 2. Ceasing from worldly
entertainment; 3. Engaging in public worship; 4. Engaging in private
worship. The only kinds of work allowable on the Sabbath are works of
necessity — that is, such as cannot be done on the Saturday, nor can
they be left over till the Monday; and works of mercy — that is, such as
it would be cruel to omit.
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Q. 61:

Proofs:

Comment:
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What is forbidden in the Fourth Commandment?

The Fourth Commandment forbiddeth the omission or careless
performance of the duties required,' and the profaning the day by
idleness,? or doing that which is in itself sinful,® or by unnecessary
thoughts, words, or works, about our worldly employments or
recreations.*

" Ezek 22:26; Amos 8:5; Mal 1:13; ? Acts 20:7, 9; ®Ezek 23:38;

4 Jer 17:24-26; Is 58:13

This commandment forbids: 1. Failing to perform Sabbath duties; 2.
The careless performance of them; 3. Being idle; 4. Committing sin; 5.
Being engaged, without proper reason, in worldly matters.
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Q. 62:

Proofs:

Comment:
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What are the reasons annexed to the Fourth Commandment?

The reasons annexed to the Fourth Commandment are, God's
allowing us six days of the week for our own employments,” His
challenging a special propriety in the seventh, His own example, and
His blessing the Sabbath day.?

"Ex 20:9; 2Ex 20:11

The special reasons given here for the observance of the Sabbath are:
1. Our being allowed six days for work; 2. God's claim of the seventh
day as specially His Own; 3. God resting on the seventh day; and, 4.
God blessing it.
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Q. 63:

Proofs:
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Q. 64:

Proofs:
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SECOND TABLE OF THE LAW
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5. THE FIFTH COMMANDMENT
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Which is the Fifth Commandment?

The Fifth Commandment is, Honour they father and they mother; that

thy days may be long upon the land which the Lord thy God giveth
thee."

" Exod 20:12
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What is required in the Fifth Commandment?

The Fifth Commandment requireth the preserving the honour, and
performing the duties, belonging to every one in their several places
and relations, as superiors,’ inferiors,? or equals.?

"Eph 5:21; 2| Pet 2:17; * Rom 12:10
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Q. 65:

Proofs:
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What is forbidden in the Fifth Commandment?

The Fifth Commandment forbiddeth the neglecting of, or doing

anything against, the honour and duty which belongeth to every one in
their several places and relations."
" Mat 15:4-6; Ezek 34:2-4; Rom 13:8
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Q. 66:

Proofs:

Comment:
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What is the reason annexed to the Fifth Commandment?

The reason annexed to the Fifth Commandment is a promise of long
life and prosperity (as far as it shall serve for God's glory and their own
good) to all such as keep this commandment.’

' Eph 6:2-3

The Fifth Commandment stands at the beginning of the second table
of the law. It requires us to honour our parents, to render due respect
and obedience to all who are superior to us, and, in a word, to give
attention to the demands of those who are connected with us in any
way.

This commandment directs us always to show a certain respect to
those above us in position, status or reputation, and requires certain
duties to be discharged to all, whether above, beneath, or equal to us.
It forbids us to refuse to pay honour to whom honour is due, or to
neglect to carry out any of the duties we owe to our friends or
neighbours. The special reason it gives for its observance is that God
has promised to lengthen the days of those who keep it.
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6. THE SIXTH COMMANDMENT
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Q. 67: Which is the Sixth Commandment?

A: The Sixth Commandment is, Thou shalt not kill."
Proofs: ' Exod 20:13
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Q. 68: What is required in the Sixth Commandment?

A: The Sixth Commandment requireth all lawful endeavours to preserve
our own life," and the life of others.?
Proofs: ' Eph 5:28-29; 2| Kings 18:4
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Q. 69:
A:

Proofs:
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What is forbidden in the Sixth Commandment?

The Sixth Commandment forbiddeth the taking away of our own life, or
the life of our neighbour unjustly, or whatsoever tendeth thereunto.”
"Acts 16:28; Gen 9:6

This commandment respects life. It acknowledges that God is its Giver,
and that therefore no one has a right to take it away without just

reason.
It commands us to take all proper care of our health, as well as of the

health of others. And it forbids us to take away our own life——which
is suicide; or the life of another——which is murder.
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Q. 71:
A:

Proofs:
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7. THE SEVENTH COMMANDMENT

k. BEKmar

Which is the Seventh Commandment?

The Seventh Commandment is, Thou shalt not commit adultery."
" Exod 20:14

LA R4
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What is required in the Seventh Commandment?

The Seventh Commandment requireth the preservation of our own and
our neighbour's chastity, in heart, speech, and behaviour.'
I Cor 7:2-3, 5, 34, 36; Col 4:6; | Pet 3:2
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Q.72:
A:

Proofs:

Comment:
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What is forbidden in the Seventh Commandment?

The Seventh Commandment forbiddeth all unchaste thoughts, words,
and actions."
"Mat 15:19; Mat 5:28; Eph 5:3-4

This commandment respects purity. It commands us to be pure in
thought, word and deed. It forbids all unchastity and immodesty. It
acknowledges God as the owner of the body as well as of the soul,
and the right He has to command that both of them should be kept
pure and holy for Himself.
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Proofs:

7314 :
K:

23

Q. 74:
A:

Proofs:
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8. THE EIGHTH COMMANDMENT

Bl )\ FiMar

Which is the Eighth Commandment?

The Eighth Commandment is, Thou shalt not steal.

'Exod 20:15

FINF WM A?
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What is required in the Eighth Commandment?

The Eighth Commandment requireth the lawful procuring and
furthering the wealth and outward estate of ourselves and others."
"Gen 30:30; | Tim 5:8; Lev 25:35; Deut 22:1-5; Ex 23:4-5;

Gen 47:14,20
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Q. 75:
A:

Proofs:

Comment:
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What is forbidden in the Eighth Commandment?

The Eighth Commandment forbiddeth whatsoever doth or may unjustly
hinder our own or our neighbour's wealth or outward estate.’
" Prov 21:17; Prov 23:20-21; Prov 28:19; Eph 4:28

This commandment refers to money and property. It acknowledges
that it is right and proper to gain money, and. that it is wrong in a man
to squander his own property, or to plunder another’s. It commands us
to work for the supply of our own needs, and to help others as well as
ourselves to increase in wealth. And it forbids aught that would tend to
hinder these ends.
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Q. 76:
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9. THE NINTH COMMANDMENT

R B WA

Which is the Ninth Commandment?

The Ninth Commandment is, Thou shalt not bear false witness against
thy neighbour.'
" Exod 20:16
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What is required in the Ninth Commandment?

The Ninth Commandment requireth the maintaining and promoting of
truth between man and man," and of our own and our neighbour's
good name,? especially in witness-bearing.?

' Zech 8:16; 2 Ill John 12; 3 Prov 14:5, 25
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Q. 78:
A:
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Comment:

7811 :

S
TR

What is forbidden in the Ninth Commandment?

The Ninth Commandment forbiddeth whatsoever is prejudicial to truth,
or injurious to our own or our neighbour's good name.’
| Sam 17:28; Lev 19:16; Ps 15:3

This commandment concerns our words. It commands us to be careful
to speak the truth at all times, to stand up for it when it is attacked, and
to seek to promote it by all means in our power. And it forbids us to do
anything which might make others believe what is not true — which is
lying; and especially where anyone’s character is concerned — which is
slander. In ordinary communication the rule is, “Speak the truth in
love”. In witness-bearing the rule is, “Speak the truth, the whole truth,
and nothing but the truth”.
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Q. 80:
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10. THE TENTH COMMANDMENT

s By

Which is the Tenth Commandment?

The Tenth Commandment is, Thou shalt not covet thy neighbour's
house, thou shalt not covet thy neighbour's wife, nor his man-servant,
nor his maid-servant, nor his ox, nor his ass, nor anything that is thy
neighbour’s.”

" Exod 20:17
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What is required in the Tenth Commandment?

The Tenth Commandment requireth full contentment with our own
condition," with a right and charitable frame of spirit toward our

neighbour, and all that is his.?
"Heb 13:5; | Tim 6:6; 2 Job 31:29; Rom 12:15; | Tim 1:5; | Cor 13:4-7
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Q. 81:

Proofs:
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What is forbidden in the Tenth Commandment?

The Tenth Commandment forbiddeth all discontentment with our own
estate,’ envying or grieving at the good of our neighbour,? and all
inordinate motions and affections to any thing that is his.?

"1 Kings 21:4; Esther 5:13; 1 Cor 10:10; 2 Gal 5:26; James 3:14, 16;
3 Rom 7:7-8; Rom 13:9; Deut 5:21

This commandment concerns the desires of our heart. It tells us that
we ought not to covet that is, to hold dear an improper desire for
anything belonging to another. It shows us that the law of God is
spiritual, and is broken by a wrong thought as well as by a wrong act. It
commands us to be content with our position in life, whatever that may
be. And it forbids us to be fretful over our own lack of success, or
envious at the good success of others. To cherish a spirit of
compassion and generosity is the best safe-guard of this command.
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Q. 82:
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Il. THE LAW OF GOD AND SIN
—. FHEHERESEE

Is any man able perfectly to keep the commandments of God?

No mere man since the fall is able, in this life, perfectly to keep the
commandments of God," but doth daily break them in thought, word,
and deed.?

" Eccl 7:20; | John 1:8, 10; Gal 5:17; 2 Gen 6:5; Gen 8:21; Rom 3:9-21;
Jas 3:2-13

The Law of God being thus laid before us, briefly, in the Ten
Commandments, the question arises: Is any person able to keep the
Law. This answer declares to us that there is none. It says that every
person breaks the Law daily in thought, word, and act. The only
exceptions to this general rule are, Jesus Christ, Adam before the fall,
and the saints now in heaven.
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Q. 83:
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Comment:

83H:

%

7L
TR

Are all transgressions of the law equally heinous?

Some sins, in themselves, and by reason of several aggravations, are
more heinous in the sight of God than others.’
" Ezek 8:6, 13, 15; | John 5:16; Ps 78:17, 32 and 56

This answer tells us that some sins are worse than others. It says that
some sins are worse by reason of their own nature, so that, for
example, it is worse to sin against God than against man. And some
sins are worse by reason of certain circumstances, so that, for
example, it is worse to sin deliberately than when hurried by passion.
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Q. 84:
A:
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What doth every sin deserve?

Every sin deserveth God's wrath and curse, both in this life, and that
which is to come.’
" Eph 5:6; Gal 3:10; Lam 3:39; Matt 25:41

The wrath of God means His holy displeasure against sin; and His
curse is the righteous judgment of doom which He has pronounced
against it. This wrath and this doom, we are told, are the desert of
every sin, and stretch over both this life and the life to come.
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. THE WAY TO BE SAVED
=. "¥E

What doth God require of us, that we may escape His wrath and
curse due to us for sin?

To escape the wrath and curse of God due to us for sin, God requireth
of us faith in Jesus Christ, repentance unto life," with the diligent use of
all the outward means whereby Christ communicateth to us the
benefits of redemption.?

" Acts 20:21; 2Prov 2:1-5; Prov 8:33-36; Is 55:3

The law of God says, Obey, or die. And man cannot obey. He breaks
the law daily in spite of his best efforts. But God is merciful, and has
provided a way by which we may be saved. That way is explained to
us here. It consists in faith and repentance, which are inward means of
salvation, with the diligent use of all the outward means, hereafter to
be explained.
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Q. 86: What is faith in Jesus Christ?

A: Faith in Jesus Christ is a saving grace," whereby we receive and rest
upon Him alone for salvation, as He is offered to us in the Gospel.2
Proofs: "Heb 10:39; 2 John 1:12; Is 26:3-4; Phil 3:9; Gal 2:16

Comment: Grace means undeserved and unmerited favour or kindness. A saving
grace means an act of God's favour ending in salvation. Faith is such a
grace. And it is here said to consist in: 1. Receiving Christ — that is, in
believing what is said of Him in the Bible, and being united to Him;
and, 2. Resting upon Him — that is, trusting in Him as our Saviour. We
rest on Him alone, and not in anything we may or can do. Our cry is,
Christ only!
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What is repentance unto life?

Repentance unto life is a saving grace,’ whereby a sinner, out of a true
sense of his sin,? and apprehension of the mercy of God in Christ,®
doth, with grief and hatred of his sin, turn from it unto God,* with full
purpose of, and endeavour after, new obedience.®

" Acts 11:18; 2 Acts 2:37-38; ® Joel 2:12; Jer 3:22; * Jer 31:18-19; Ezek
36:31; 511 Cor 7:11; Isa 1:16-17

Repentance has been called “the tear of faith”. It springs from a true
understanding of the sinfulness of sin, and a keen perception of God's
mercy in forgiving sin. It consists of two parts: turning from sinful ways
with sorrow; and turning to God with an anxious desire to love and
serve Him. It is called repentance unto life, because it leads to eternal
life.
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IV. THE MEANS OF GRACE
M. REZE

What are the outward means whereby Christ communicateth to
us the benefits of redemption?

The outward and ordinary means whereby Christ communicateth to us
the benefits of redemption, are His ordinances, especially the Word,
sacraments, and prayer; all which are made effectual to the elect for
salvation.’

" Mat 28:19-20; Acts 2:42, 46-47

In order that we may be saved, God demands of us not only faith and
repentance, but the diligent use of the outward means of grace as well.
These outward means are here called ordinances, or things which God
has ordained. They consist mainly in: 1. The preaching of the Word; 2.
The administration of the sacraments; 3. The use of prayer.
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1. THE WORD AS A MEANS OF GRACE
. XENERZE

How is the Word made effectual to salvation?

The Spirit of God maketh the reading, but especially the preaching of
the Word, an effectual means of convincing and converting sinners,
and of building them up in holiness and comfort, through faith, unto

salvation.’
"Neh 8:8; 1 Cor 14:24,25; Acts 26:18; Ps 19:8; Acts 20:32; Rom 15:4;

Il Tim 3:15-17; Rom 10:13-17; Rom 1:16

In order that the Scriptures may make us wise unto salvation, two
things are necessary: 1. The Holy Spirit's influence, on God's part;
and, 2. A diligent attendance upon it, on ours. When these two things
go together, men are convinced of their sin and brought to Christ. They
are made holier in their lives, and happier in their hearts.
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Q. 90:
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How is the Word to be read and heard, that it may become
effectual to salvation?

That the Word may become effectual to salvation, we must attend
thereunto with diligence,’ preparation,? and prayer,® receive it with faith
and love,* lay it up in our hearts,’ and practise it in our lives.®

"Prov 8:34; 2| Pet 2:1-2; ® Ps 119:18; * Heb 4:2; Il Thes 2:10;

5Ps 119:11; © Luke 8:15; Jas 1:25

We are taught here the proper way to attend unto the Word. We must
give attention to it carefully, reverently, and prayerfully. We must
believe what it tells us, and do what it commands us. And we must
receive the truth in the love of it, else the Word will not profit our souls.
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2. THE SACRAMENT AS A MEANS OF GRACE

A EHAARBZE

How do the sacraments become effectual means of salvation?

The sacraments become effectual means of salvation, not from any
virtue in them, or in him that doth administer them; but only by the
blessing of Christ," and the working of His Spirit in them that by faith

receive them.?
"] Pet 3:21; Mat 3:11; | Cor 3:6-7; 21 Cor 12:13

We are taught here the proper way of using the sacraments. We must
pray for the blessing of Christ on them. It was He who appointed them,
and it is He alone who can make them of benefit to our souls. In
themselves the sacraments are of no value, nor can the minister
(notwithstanding what the Roman Catholic church says) give them any
power whatever apart from Christ.
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What is a sacrament?

A sacrament is an holy ordinance instituted by Christ, wherein, by
sensible signs, Christ, and the benefits of the new covenant, are
represented, sealed, and applied to believers."

" Gen 17:7 and 10; Ex 12 throughout; Rom. 4: 11; | Cor 11:23 and 26

We are taught here that the marks of a sacrament are: 1. That it is
appointed by Christ; 2. That it is a way of teaching the Gospel by
outward signs. A sacrament has three uses: 1. To represent the
Gospel to us, or teach it through pictures or symbols; 2. To seal the
Gospel to us, or confirm our faith in it; 3. To apply the Gospel to us, or
bring it home to our hearts. The word sacrament is derived from a
Latin word, which signified the sacred oath of loyalty to his
commander, which the soldier took on entering the army for the service
of his country. In a Christian sense, it means the vow of fidelity and
obedience to Christ which is taken when we enter the Church. This
vow was taken for us in Baptism, when we were infants. In the Lord's
Supper, we take it upon ourselves.
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Which are the sacraments of the New Testament?

The sacraments of the New Testament are, baptism, and the Lord's
supper."

" Mat 28:19; Mat 26:26-28

The two sacraments of the Old Testament were circumcision and the
passover. The two sacraments of the New Testament are baptism and
the Lord's supper. These sacraments answer the one to the other:
baptism coming in place of circumcision, and the Lord's supper in
place of the passover. They teach essentially the same ftruths:
circumcision and baptism teaching the blessing of our regeneration,
and our promise to be the Lord’s; and the passover and the Lord's
supper teaching the blessing of the death of our Saviour, for our sins.
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A. Baptism
. AL

What is baptism?

Baptism is a sacrament, wherein the washing with water, in the Name
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost," doth signify and
seal our ingrafting into Christ, and partaking of the benefits of the
covenant of grace, and our engagement to be the Lord's.?

" Mat 28:19; 2 Rom 6:4; Gal 3:27

The outward act in baptism is washing with water in the Name of the
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. The inward meaning of
this is the removal of our sin. We are all, by nature, born in sin, and we
need to be born again before we can be admitted into heaven. Now,
Baptism is a picture of this new birth. And the sprinkling of water is a
picture of the shedding of Christ’s blood to cleanse us from all sin and
uncleanness. Baptism also confirms our union with Christ, and
promises that we will partake of the blessing of the covenant of grace.
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Q. 95:

Proofs:
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To whom is baptism to be administered?

Baptism is not to be administered to any that are out of the visible
Church, till they profess their faith in Christ, and obedience to Him;" but
the infants of such as are members of the visible Church are to be
baptized.?

' Acts 8:36-37; Acts 2:38; ? Acts 2:38-39; Gen 17:10; cf Col 2:11-12;

| Cor 7:14

We are taught here the persons who must be baptized. They consist of
two sorts: adults who are Christians, but who have not been baptized
already; and, the infants of Church members. The former are baptized
because the meaning of the ordinance is to declare that they profess
themselves to be Christians; and the latter are baptized because the
promises of God to His people extend to their children as well as to
themselves.

N A Y e s e 2

MH PN, BERMATAMERE, HHER
AR AT, A AT s (B TR 2 i A ) 2R 1%
RN B2 P2

14#£8:36-37; 1£2:38; 24£2:38—39; 01]17:10, ZEi2:11-12;
MAET7:14

XEHASEAIM 2NN AZEAL. BAMANEZE: RAEE
FEEM ARV BRSNS . AiE 2R AL E
S, ZUEHEILEAE CREERE; FE VR LA
- R VAR EAEAT L& & B, wFREMATE 8 L —
FE.



Q. 96:

Proofs:

Comment:

961 :

7L
R

B. The Lord's Supper
4 XE&

What is the Lord's supper?

The Lord's supper is a sacrament, wherein by giving and receiving
bread and wine, according to Christ's appointment, His death is
showed forth; and the worthy receivers are, not after a corporal and
carnal manner, but by faith, made partakers of His body and blood,
with all His benefits, to their spiritual nourishment and growth in grace.’
"l Cor 11:23-26; | Cor 10:16

The Lord's supper is so called because it is a feast instituted by our
Lord Jesus Christ. It is also called Communion. The outward act of the
supper is eating bread and drinking wine, according to Christ's
appointment. This is a picture to us of the sacrifice of Christ: the
broken bread tells us of His broken body; and the poured-out wine tells
us of His shed blood. In and of itself, the Lord’s supper is of no value
whatsoever, but when received in faith, then we eat and drink of Christ,
spiritually. And this means that partaking of the supper quickens our
love to God, deepens our faith in Christ, and promotes the welfare of
our souls. The Roman Catholic Church teaches that the bread in the
Communion is changed into the actual flesh of our Lord; but this is an
error. We can only receive Christ, spiritually, by faith.
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What is required to the worthy receiving of the Lord's supper?

It is required of them that would worthily partake of the Lord's supper,
that they examine themselves of their knowledge to discern the Lord's
body," of their faith to feed upon Him,? of their repentance,® love,* and
new obedience;’ lest, coming unworthily, they eat and drink judgment

to themselves.®
"] Cor 11:28-29; 2 1l Cor 13:5; % | Cor 11:31; *I Cor 10:16-17;
5| Cor 5:7-8; | Cor 11:28-29

We are here taught the proper qualifications for receiving the Lord's
supper. They are: 1. Knowledge sufficient to understand what is
represented by it; 2. Faith sufficient to believe that as the bread which
we eat sustains our bodies, so the Bread of Life which it represents will
sustain our souls; 3. Repentance from all known sin; 4. Love to God
and man; 5. A resolution henceforth to perform every known duty.
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Comment:

98t :

S
TR

3. PRAYER AS A MEANS OF GRACE
&, BENFERZIE

What is prayer?

Prayer is an offering up of our desires unto God," for things agreeable
to His will,2 in the Name of Christ,® with confession of our sins,* and
thankful acknowledgement of His mercies.’

" Ps 62:8; 2 | John 5:14; ® John 16:23; * Ps 32:5-6; Dan 9:4; ° Phil 4:6.

Prayer means asking of God; and we are here told the following three
things respecting it: 1. As to its form, it should be offered to God in the
Name of Christ; 2. As to its substance, it should be for things
agreeable to God's will; 3. As to its manner, it should be made with
humble acknowledgement of our sins, and grateful acknowledgment of
God's mercy.
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Q. 99:

Proofs:

Comment:

What rule hath God given for our direction in prayer?

The whole Word of God is of use to direct us in prayer;' but the special
rule of direction is that form of prayer which Christ taught His disciples,
commonly called the Lord's prayer.?

"I John 5: 14; 2 Mat 6:9-13 cf Luke 11:2-4.

We are taught here that in praying to God we have the whole Bible as
a guide. But specially we have a pattern or example set us in the
prayer which Christ taught His disciples. This is usually called the
Lord's prayer — that is, the prayer of the Lord Jesus Christ.
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— The Lord’s Prayer
— EHX

What doth the preface of the Lord's prayer teach us?

The preface of the Lord's prayer (which is, Our Father which art in
heaven') teacheth us to draw near to God with all holy reverence and
confidence, as children to a father, able and ready to help us;? and that
we should pray with and for others.®

" Mat 6:9; 2 Rom 8:15; Luke 11:13;  Acts 12:5; | Tim 2:1-2

Preface means intfroduction or beginning. And we learn here that the
preface of the Lord's prayer teaches us three things: 1. That we should
draw near to God reverently, seeing He is in heaven; 2. That we
should draw near to Him confidently, seeing He is our Father; 3. That
we should pray along with others, and for them, seeing He is our
Father.
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Q. 101: What do we pray for in the first petition?

A: In the first petition (which is, Hallowed be Thy Name ") we pray, That
God would enable us and others to glorify Him in all that whereby He
maketh Himself known;? and that He would dispose all things to His
own glory.?
Proofs: 'Mat 6:9; 2 Ps 67:2-3; ® Ps 83 throughout.

Comment: A petition means something asked. In the Lord's prayer there are six
petitions: the first three being about God, and the last three about
ourselves. In the first of these petitions we ask two things: that God's

Name be hallowed or glorified by all men, and that it be hallowed or
glorified by all events.
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Q. 102:

Proofs:
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What do we pray for in the second petition?

In the second petition (which is, Thy kingdom come') we pray, That
Satan's kingdom may be destroyed;? and that the kingdom of grace
may be advanced,® ourselves and others brought into it, and kept in it;*
and that the kingdom of glory may be hastened.®

" Mat 6:10; 2 Ps 68:1, 18; ® Rev 12:10-11; * Il Thes 3:1; Rom 10:1; John
17:9, 20; ° Rev 22:20

A kingdom means a people who are ruled by a king. Now, there are
three kingdoms mentioned here: the kingdom of Satan, or those who
obey Satan; the kingdom of grace, or those who obey God; and the
kingdom of glory, or those who will reign with Christ in glory. In this
petition we ask that the first of these be destroyed, that the second
may prosper, and that the time of the third may speedily arrive.
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Q. 103:

Proofs:
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What do we pray for in the third petition?

In the third petition (which is, Thy will be done in earth, as itis in
heaven ') we pray, That God, by His grace, would make us able and
willing to know, obey, and submit to His will in all things,? as the angels
do in heaven.®

" Mat 6:10; 2 Ps 67 throughout; Ps 119:36; Mat 26:39; Il Sam 15:25;
Job 1:21; 3 Ps 103:20-21

God's will means what He commands to be done, or makes known to
us by His Word and providence. This will is obeyed perfectly in
heaven, and in this petition we pray that it may be obeyed as perfectly
on earth. This can never be done of our own strength, and therefore
we ask that God would help us to know perfectly what His will is, and
having learned it, to do and acquiesce with it.
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Q. 104:

Proofs:
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What do we pray for in the fourth petition?

In the fourth petition (which is, Give us this day our daily bread ') we
pray, That of God's free gift we may receive a competent portion of the
good things of this life, and enjoy His blessing with them.?

" Mat 6:11; 2 Prov 30:8-9; Gen 28:20; | Tim 4:4-5

We now come to the petitions concerning ourselves — the order of the
prayer being God first, and ourselves afterwards. In this petition we
pray for the supply of our bodily wants. We ask for two things: a
sufficient portion for the day, and God's blessing with it.
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What do we pray for in the fifth petition?

In the fifth petition (which is, And forgive us our debts, as we forgive
our debtors') we pray, That God, for Christ's sake, would freely pardon
all our sins;? which we are the rather encouraged to ask, because by
His grace we are enabled from the heart to forgive others.’

"Mat 6:12; 2 Ps 51:1-2, 7, 9; Dan 9:17-19; 3 Luke 11:4; Mat 18:35

In the fifth and sixth petitions we pray for the supply of our spiritual
wants. We ask first for the pardon of our sins. It is only on the basis of
the obedience and sacrificial death of Christ — for His sake — that we
can be assured of forgiveness. And, forgiveness is promised, in
Scripture, in the way of us forgiving others. If God, for Christ’s sake,
has enabled us to forgive all who have offended us, we may
confidently trust that He will hear our own prayer for forgiveness. Sins
are here called debts, because in sinning we become debtors to the
law; and the law demands either obedience, or the penalty of
disobedience.
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What do we pray for in the sixth petition?

In the sixth petition (which is, And lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil ) we pray, That God would either keep us from
being tempted to sin,? or support and deliver us when we are tempted.®
" Mat 6:13; 2 Mat 26:41; ® Il Cor 12:7-8

Temptation means anything that would induce us to sin. And in this
petition we ask one of two things from God: either that He would take
all temptation away from us; or, that He would enable us to resist and
overcome it.
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What doth the conclusion of the Lord's prayer teach us?

The conclusion of the Lord's prayer (which is, For Thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever, Amen ") teacheth us to
take our encouragement in prayer from God only,? and in our prayers
to praise Him, ascribing kingdom, power and glory to Him.* And, in
testimony of our desire, and assurance to be heard, we say, Amen.*
"Mat 6:13; 2 Dan 9:4, 7-9, 16-19; ® | Chron 24:10-13; * | Cor 14:16;
Rev 22:20-21

The conclusion means the end. And the concluding part of the Lord's
prayer teaches us three things: 1. That we should look to God alone
for help; 2. That we should give all praise to Him Who alone can
answer our prayers; and, 3. That we should end all our prayers with
some such word as Amen, which means, Let it be so, or, May our
prayers be heard.
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